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On a warm August evening the “Hammers” are leading the pack down Afton 

Road in Beloit. 
The “Rabbits” -  the largest section of riders - isn’t far behind, and the “Cruisers” 

and “Rec Riders” bring up the end of the line. 
The Stateline Spinners is a group of 25 to 30 bicycle riders that meet every 

Tuesday during the summer to ride different routes in Beloit. Rick Barder said the 
group started about 10 years ago.

“We started as a very small group with five or six people that met at Leeson 
Park,” he said. 

Hammers are those that usually lead the group and can cycle a 25 mile ride at an 
average speed of 18 miles per hour. Rabbits are the 
next group and average 15 to 17 mph. 

Cruisers are next and usually average 12 to 14 
mph, and the Rec Riders bring up the last of the 

group and average 12 mph and under. 
The group isn’t a club, as there is no president or dues to 

join. It’s just a group of bike enthusiasts that are hoping to 
inspire others to pick up their bicycle and go for a ride. 

“Over the years I would accumulate email 
addresses of those interested in cycling,” Barder 

said. “I would tell them that we would send out 
a reminder. Over time I collected about 200 
emails.” 

This year Barder, Lange and others cre-
ated a website www.statelinespinners.com 
that contains information about the group. 
This summer they unveiled a new project, a 
book that documents 33 bicycle routes around 

the Stateline Area.
The idea for the book came out of picking which route the group would ride each 

week they meet. 
“We would hand out photo copies of maps, and we got frustrated with that,” 

Barder said. “So we all collectively came up with the idea, ‘Why don’t we get a book-
let together?’”

Barder attended a conference last October hosted by the Wisconsin Bike Fed-
eration. It was at the conference that he met Francis Stanton, a cartographer, who 
referred him to a book that he helped make for Madison featuring different bike 
routes in the city. 

“We asked how much would you charge us, and he gave us a number and a num-
ber for what it would cost to print,” he said. “So we thought we would apply for a 
grant.”

So they had Volunteer Action Center write a grant, and they received $7,600. 
Starting in December about nine group members met at the Vision Beloit Center 
every Saturday to develop the routes around Beloit. 

Barder said each person would bring in a route, and the entire group would work 
together to decide which routes to include in the booklet. 

They cut the list down to 33 maps for the book, and included a narrative for each 

Hammer
Rabbitor ?

Stateline Spinners invite all to join in

Staff photos by Shaun Zinck

Bike rider Rick Barder gives a thumbs up as he enjoys a Stateline Spinners 
outing.
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FACES
Polly Richards

PERSONAL:
Officer Polly Richards 

is a Community Service 
Officer and the Admin-
istrator for Animal Con-
trol with 
the Beloit 
P o l i c e 
D e p a r t -
ment. She 
has three 
kids and 
one new 
g r a n d -
daughter.   

H O W 
LONG A RESIDENT OF 
THE AREA:

Well I moved to Beloit 
in ‘85 when I got married 
and then we moved to 
Illinois in ‘94 and then I 
moved back to Beloit in 
2009.

FAVORITE THING 
ABOUT THE STATELI-
NE AREA:

Probably the current 
downtown area. I like 
how it’s grown and how 
we’re bringing people into 
downtown with the mov-
ies in the park. I just like 
the movement toward 
making it more of a fami-
ly-type place.

FAVORITE THING 
ABOUT YOUR JOB:

Working with the ani-
mals. When they took 
over  animal  contro l 
last year, it very much 
appealed to me. So when 
they asked who wanted 
to lead, I immediately 
raised my hand to take 
over the administrative 
end of it, taking over 
paperwork and reaching 
out to agencies.

FAVORITE TV SHOW:
I don’t watch a whole 

lot of TV, although I did 
enjoy watching Orange is 
the New Black.

FAVORITE MOVIE:
The Notebook and The 

Bachelorette.

FAVORITE BOOK:
Gone Girl.

DOGS OR CATS?:
I’ve had both, so I don’t 

want to pick one over the 
other. I like them both.

FAVORITE HOBBY:
Probably reading right 

now and getting time 
with my granddaughter.

FAVORITE VACA-
TION SPOT:

I would love to take 
one! I haven’t’ been to 
too many locations, but 
I’d like to go some place 
tropical. That’s my goal 
for next year. 

MY DREAM DINNER 
GUESTS, TABLE-FOR-
FOUR:

I think it’d be really 
fun to have Betty White, 
let’s throw Channing 
Tatum in there, and Joan 
Rivers.

O N E  T H I N G  I ’ D 
CHANGE AS QUEEN 
FOR A DAY:

I guess no more ani-
mal cruelty. I’d also say 
no more poverty, every-
body eats well - especially 
all children eat well.

M Y  F U T U R E 
HOLDS...:

My future holds more 
grandchildren, health 
and happiness for my 
kids.

“Faces” is  a regu-
lar feature of the Beloit 
Daily News. We encour-
age reader suggestions 
for individuals to be 
included. Send an email 
to news@beloitdailynews.
com.

Richards

‘Twilight’ to be 

revived online
NEW YORK (AP) — 

“Twilight” will be raised 
from the dead for a series 

BRIEFS

of short films on Facebook.
Two years after the 

last film of the popular 
movie franchise, Lionsgate 
announced late Tuesday 
that Stephenie Meyer’s 
world of vampires and 
werewolves will be revived 
for a short film competi-
tion. The Women in Film 
organization will help lead 
a campaign to develop and 
produce a series of shorts 
directed by aspiring female 
filmmakers.

At least five young direc-
tors will be chosen to direct 
shorts based on characters 
from “Twilight.” Meyer and 
“Twilight” star Kristen 
Stewart will be among the 
panelists selecting the win-
ners.

In a statement, Meyer 
said she was honored to 
work on a project “giving 
more women a chance to be 
heard creatively.”

The films will debut on 
Facebook next year.

Netflix signs  

Sandler film deal 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Adam Sandler has signed a 
deal with Netflix to star in 
and produce four films for 
the streaming service.

Netflix announced early 
Thursday that it has land-
ed one of Hollywood’s big-
gest comedic stars in its 
growing push into original 
movies. The films will pre-
miere exclusively on Net-
flix.

In a statement, Sandler 
joked that he agreed to 
the deal for one reason: 
Because “Netflix rhymes 
with wet chicks.”

With films that have col-
lectively grossed more than 
$2.4 billion domestically, 
Sandler has long been a 
major box office draw.

Kosovo selects Oscar contender 
PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) — Kosovo 

has nominated an Oscar contender 
for the first time since it announced 
its independence from Serbia in 2008.

“Three Windows and a Hanging” 
by veteran filmmaker Isa Qosja was 
selected to represent the new Balkan 
nation at the Academy Awards in the 
category of Best Foreign Film.

The film examines a fictional vil-
lage shaken after Serb forces raped 
some of its women during the 1998-99 
Kosovo war — a sensitive issue that 

has largely been ignored in Kosovo’s 
patriarchal society.

Kosovo authorities say up to 
20,000 women may have been vic-
tims of rape at the time. The conflict 
hangs heavy over relations between 
the two former foes and Serbia fierce-
ly objects to Kosovo’s representation 
as an independent country.

“Should rape be considered shame-
ful or as a misfortune?” the 66-year-
old Qosja asked during an interview 
with The Associated Press. “In our 

tradition, rape has been treated as 
shameful and we have therefore kept 
silent over it.”

Actress Arta Dobroshi, president 
of the selection committee, said she 
was on the brink of tears when the 
film was selected.

“We were dreaming of being able 
to send a film but were not allowed 
because we were not a country,” 
Dobroshi said. “And now we are 
free and we are speaking freely and 
speaking about the Oscars.”

‘Doctor Zhivago’ coming to Broadway 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

latest version of “Cinder-
ella” will soon disappear 
from the Broadway The-
atre, but another sweep-
ingly romantic musical is 
ready to take its place — 
“Doctor Zhivago.”

Producers said Wednes-
day that the tale of five 
intertwined lovers set dur-
ing final days of Czarist 
Russia will be led by two-
time Tony Award winner 
Des McAnuff, who also 
directed “Jersey Boys.”

C a s t i n g  i s  t o  b e 
announced soon. Previews 
will begin March 27 with 
an opening on April 21.

The musical made its 
world premiere in 2006 
under McAnuff ’s direction 
at the La Jolla Playhouse 
in California. In 2011, a 
revised “Doctor Zhivago” 
opened at the Lyric The-
atre in Sydney.

It has a book by Acade-
my Award nominee Michael 
Weller (“Ragtime”), music 
by Grammy Award winner 

Lucy Simon (“The Secret 
Garden”), lyrics by Tony 
nominee Michael Korie 
(“Grey Gardens”)  and 
Emmy Award nominee Amy 
Powers (“Ella Enchanted”), 
and choreography by Tony 
nominee Kelly Devine 
(“Rocky the Musical”). 
Scenic design will be by 
Michael Scott-Mitchell and 
costume design will be by 
Paul Tazewell.

The 1965 film version 
is a classic, starring Omar 
Sharif, Julie Christie, Ger-

aldine Chaplin, Rod Steiger 

and Alec Guinness. It got 

10 Academy Award nomi-

nations but lost the film 

best Oscar to “The Sound 

of Music.”

Boris Pasternak’s origi-

nal novel, a critical portrait 

of the Russian Revolution, 

earned him the Nobel Prize 

for literature in 1958 — 

and the enduring enmity of 

the Soviet regime.

route describing the area, 
and the number of miles in 
each trip. 

Barder said the group 
printed 250 copies of the 
books, which are sold by 
Visit Beloit and the visitor 
centers around the city. All 
the money collected will go 
to Visit Beloit, Barder said. 

In addition to the full 
copy, visitors can also get 
a free copy with 10 of the 
routes mapped out. Those 
maps are also available on 
the group’s website. 

“This is not only for our-
selves, but for others visit-
ing Beloit that don’t know 

the roads like we know 
them,” Barder said. “It’s for 
them. We wanted to make 
it as friendly as possible to 
encourage people to cycle. 
That’s what it’s all about.”

Riders meet at  the 
Beloit Bicycle Company, 
110 W. Grand Ave., at 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays while the 
weather is nice. Sometimes 
they will meet at 5 p.m. 
as the days grow shorter. 
Their mantra is “No rider 
left behind.”

Rider Carl Lange said 
he’s been biking seriously 
since he was 40, and he 
believes it’s one of the best 
workouts around.

“You can bicycle longer 

Spinners
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than you can normally 
run,” he said. “You don’t go 
out for three or four hour 
runs, at least most people 
don’t. So it allows us to go 
out for a longer period of 
time and you get to see a 
lot more of the city.”

Growing up in Milwau-
kee, Lange said he enjoys 
biking in Beloit even more 
than the bigger cities 
because there is less traffic 
and more areas to ride in. 

“You can only go so far 
east in Milwaukee,” he said 
with a laugh. 

Barder added the group 
is also encouraging others 
that love cycling to join up 
and ride with them. 

“People can be intimi-
dated by bike clubs and 
groups that pride them-
selves in dropping people 
and going as fast as they 
can, but we rarely will drop 

people from our group,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of cama-
raderie here.”

The group will keep rid-
ing until daylight savings 
time at the end of October. 
A smaller group still gets 
out to ride Saturday morn-
ings, Lange said. 

In addition to creat-
ing the book, the group 
is pushing for more bike 
paths in the City of Beloit 
and surrounding communi-
ties. Barder said the group 
helped raise money for the 
Goose Creek Bridge at Big 
Hill Park, and will continue 
to push for more bike paths 
in order to redo the book in 
a few years. 

“We want to go back in 
for a grant within three 
years with the hope that 
we get more bike paths to 
add,” he said.

“

”

This is not only for ourselves, 
but for others visiting Beloit 
that don’t know the roads like 
we know them...we wanted to 
make it as friendly as possible 
to encourage people to cycle. 
That’s what it’s all about.

– Rick Barder
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After Hours by Appointment

Why shop
anywhere else

when you can get
the best price here?

I will beat any competitor’s price!
(when you bring in their written quote)

24 Months
0% Financing Available

FREE Service
beyond your
warranty!
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Shannon Ahrens Agency
1122 Cranston Road
Beloit, WI 53511 • (608) 362-8818

American Family Mutual Insurance
Company and its Subsidiaries
American Family Insurance Company
Home Office–Madison, WI 53783
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Schubert’s Luxury 10 Theatre
2799 Cranston Rd. • Beloit,WI 53511 • 608-368-1100

www.schuberttheatres.com/beloit
www.facebook.com/beloitmovies

GONE GIRL  R    NO PASSES    12:15    3:30    6:45    10:00

ANNABELLE  R    NO PASSES    12:15    2:35    5:00    7:20    9:40

LET’S BE COPS    R    4:15    9:35

IF I STAY    PG13    1:30    7:00

THE EQUALIZER    R    NO PASSES    1:15    3:55    6:50    9:30

THE BOXTROLLS    PG    12:00   2:20    4:40    7:00    9:20

THE MAZE RUNNER    PG13   NO PASSES  1:00    3:50    6:45    9:30

THIS IS WHERE I LEAVE YOU    R   12:00    2:30    5:00    7:30    10:00

DOLPHIN TALE 2    PG   12:00   2:30   5:00   7:30   10:05

NO GOOD DEED    PG13    12:45    3:00   5:10   7:30   9:40

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY    PG13  1:30    4:15    7:00    9:45
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Show time schedule for 10/3 to 10/4/14
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